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‘Finland, as the owner of these epic poems, will learn to understand rightly her past with
heightened self-esteem, as well as her future spiritual development. She can say to

herself : | too have a history.™®
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| have picked up the best of these from peasants, and | know that this book has been
read by them with the greatest delight, indeed | might say that it has been bought up by
them, and that even Germans who have long been living far away from their fatherland
in Pennsylvania have shown interest in it. May we not liken the sudden springing up of
the Saga to the stream of a wandering tribe pouring itself into one uninhabited tract of

land after another and filling it?*
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